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AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS ALERT 
 
EV factory locked in for Victoria (VIC) 
The Victorian government will support an Australian-owned company to build a new electric vehicle factory in 
the Latrobe Valley, creating about 500 new jobs in the region. 
 
VicRoads supports drivers with heavy vehicle maps (VIC) 

VicRoads is making it easier for truck drivers to avoid hazards on the road and obey road rules, with a major 

digital map upgrade. 

A new series of heavy vehicle maps have been published online to help drivers manage height clearances, 

truck curfews and permit applications while travelling on Victoria’s road network. 
 
Petrol prices: Craig Kelly pushes Coalition to consider $3.5bn reduction in excise tax (AU) 
Coalition MPs are calling for the government to consider reducing the petrol excise tax and expanding forced 
divestiture powers to break up petrol companies in an attempt to reduce prices at the bowser. 
 
SERNAUTO launched the platform Autoparts from Spain (EUR) 
Spanish suppliers association, Sernauto has launched a new ambitious digital platform as part of a project to 
promote the export capacity of equipment and automotive components manufacturers. 
 
Motor trade bodies and suppliers disappointed with Budget statement (UK) 
They wish to sell greener vehicles to boost a flagging new car market 
 
Hyundai Motor to Establish ‘Hydrogen Energy Fund’ with Top Chinese R&D Institute BTIRDI (INT) 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
The effectiveness of the current temporary skilled visa system in targeting genuine skills shortages 
(AU) 
Submissions are due by 14 Dec 2018 
 
Victorian Government to review port costs (VIC) 
 
PRODUCT RECALLS 
 
Road safety authorities continue to baulk at fixing deadly airbag problem (AU) 
 
Yamaha Motor Australia Pty Ltd — SR400 Motorcycle (AU) 
 
McLaren Automotive Limited — McLaren P11 Coupe, Spider, Coupe-S, Spider-S, Coupe-R and 
Spider-R; McLaren P13 Coupe-C, Coupe-S, GT and Spider-S (AU) 
 
American Special Vehicles — RAM 1500, 2500 & 3500 Trucks (AU) 
 
Mercedes-Benz Australia/Pacific Pty Ltd — Mercedes-Benz A200 A Class Passenger Cars (AU) 
 
BMW expands its recall (INT) 
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
ABS release Consumer Price Index, Australia, Sep 2018 (AU) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.goauto.com.au/news/general-news/manufacturing/2018-10-30/76222.html
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/business-and-industry/heavy-vehicle-industry/heavy-vehicle-map-networks-in-victoria
https://bit.ly/2DgJOGA
https://clepa.eu/mediaroom/sernauto-launched-the-platform-autoparts-from-spain/
https://www.am-online.com/news/supplier-news/2018/10/30/motor-trade-bodies-and-suppliers-disappointed-with-budget-statement
https://bit.ly/2CUIMPw
https://bit.ly/2qmMPwx
http://www.trailermag.com.au/news/article/victorian-labor-government-to-review-port-costs
https://bit.ly/2P0aOR5
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/yamaha-motor-australia-pty-ltd-sr400-motorcycle
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/mclaren-automotive-limited-mclaren-p11-coupe-spider-coupe-s-spider-s-coupe-r-and-spider-r-mclaren-p13-coupe-c-coupe-s-gt-and-spider-s
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/mclaren-automotive-limited-mclaren-p11-coupe-spider-coupe-s-spider-s-coupe-r-and-spider-r-mclaren-p13-coupe-c-coupe-s-gt-and-spider-s
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/american-special-vehicles-ram-1500-2500-3500-trucks
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/mercedes-benz-australia-pacific-pty-ltd-mercedes-benz-a200-a-class-passenger-cars
https://bit.ly/2ABUXzx
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/6401.0?OpenDocument
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LEGAL 
 
ASIC ban to improve car finance practices begins (AU) 
 
Overview - The ACCC and ASIC given powers to investigate unfair contract terms (AU) 
 
Subordinate Legislation (Accident Towing Services Regulations 2008) Extension Regulations 2018 
S.R. No. 191/2018 (VIC) 
The objective of these Regulations is to extend the operation of the Accident Towing Services Regulations 
2008, which would otherwise be revoked by virtue of section 5(1) of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1994, for 
the period specified in regulation 3. 
 
Five IP challenges for the digital economy (INT) 
… It is likely that in a decade, cars will mostly be powered by electricity and electric engines, and these 
vehicles will be more ‘intelligent’, if not autonomous. Such changes are enticing different kinds of companies 
into the auto sector, including established digital giants, posing a whole new challenge to traditional 
automotive manufacturers. These transformations in automotive come with an enormous IP risk for 
incumbents. There are two challenges: first, the firms that dominate the automotive sector of the future are 
likely to be those that actually own the IP for the emerging technologies, or key elements of them, rather than 
simply knowing how to use them. If this know-how belongs to digital giants entering the sector, it could mean 
that traditional automotive manufacturers need to forge partnerships to survive. 
 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
Embracing agtech: nine practical ways to develop agtech solutions worth adopting (AU) 
This report acknowledges the barriers farmers face interacting with agtech and seeks to highlight 
opportunities for entrepreneurs, farmers, researchers and the service sector to understand the needs of 
each group and build relationships necessary to drive technology adoption in the sector. 
 
Most Googled car brands revealed (AU) 
 
Weekly Petrol Prices Report - Week ending 28 October 2018 (AU) 
 
V2G(vehicle to grid)—An Economic Gamechanger in E-Mobility? (INT) 
As V2G technology involves several complex variables, it is likely that the market will see different business 
models focusing on aspects such as participating capacity, frequency regulation, load balancing, etc. 
Moreover, with the structure of the V2G market, it is likely that new market actors and business models will 
emerge, as OEMs, charging infrastructure owners, and parking garage operators likely will develop 
innovative concepts with which they can offer ancillary energy services. 
 
ACEA Fact sheet: Brexit and the auto industry (EUR) 
 
Three graphs show how Tesla Model 3 has changed US car market (US) 
 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
One-stop-shop for financial complaints opens for business (AU) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AHG
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AMA
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/APE
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/BAP
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CTX
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CAR
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CHC
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/SGM
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://asic.gov.au/about-asic/news-centre/find-a-media-release/2018-releases/18-329mr-asic-ban-to-improve-car-finance-practices-begins/
https://hwlebsworth.com.au/the-accc-and-asic-given-powers-to-investigate-unfair-contract-terms/
https://bit.ly/2PztWEY
https://bit.ly/2PztWEY
https://www.themanufacturer.com/articles/five-ip-challenges-for-the-digital-economy/
https://bit.ly/2CRDPXN
http://autotalk.com.au/industry-news/googled-car-brands-revealed
https://aip.com.au/pricing/weekly-petrol-prices-report-week-ending-28-October-2018
https://www.mdpi.com/2032-6653/9/3/35
https://www.acea.be/news/article/fact-sheet-brexit-and-the-auto-industry
https://thedriven.io/2018/10/30/three-graphs-that-show-how-tesla-model-3-has-changed-us-car-market/
https://bit.ly/2QePZ0E


 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
EV fleet costs ‘within the window’ of internal combustion (AU) 
 
VW is teaming up with Mobileye to launch an autonomous ride-hailing service early next year (EUR) 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
CEO Mary Barra wants people to think of GM as a tech company (US) 
 
A Fork in the Road for Avis (INT) 
Self-driving cars and ride-hailing services could make the car-rental industry obsolete—or create a huge 
opportunity. Here’s how Avis Budget is adapting. 
 
Australian doctors call for better EV policy in wake of WHO air pollution report (AU) 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
 
 

http://autotalk.com.au/industry-news/racv-ev-costs-in-window-internal-combustion
http://uk.businessinsider.com/r-intels-mobileye-volkswagen-plan-israels-first-autonomous-ride-hailing-service-2018-10/?r=AU&IR=T
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/general-motors/2018/10/29/ceo-mary-barra-wants-people-think-gm-tech-company/1808690002/
http://fortune.com/longform/a-fork-in-the-road-for-avis/
https://thedriven.io/2018/10/31/who-air-quality-report/

